
Advent 2-B, December 4 2011

1

TEXT:  Micah 5:2-5
THEME:  BETHLEHEM: SMALL BUT CHOSEN

Dear brothers and sisters, watching and waiting for our Savior Jesus:

The second candle on our Advent Wreath has been lit. Called the Bethlehem Candle, it 
reminds us of our text for today: Micah 5:2-5.  “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 
you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be 
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.’”  Therefore 
Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the 
rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.  He will stand and shepherd his flock 
in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they 
will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  And he 
will be their peace.  NIV

Historians tell us that Bethlehem's population was only a couple of hundred at the 
beginning of the New Testament. Does it seem strange to you that God didn't choose 
Jerusalem, the nation's capital and largest city, the center of commerce and political power, 
where people of royalty and wealth and influence lived? Why did he choose a little farming 
village for such a great event as the birth of the Savior? 

As God was pleased to choose a young David over his big, strapping brothers to begin 
Israel's royal line, so he chooses one of the least of Judah's towns to bring forth the Savior 
in the beginning of the New Testament.

God often seems to use insignificant people to accomplish his great deeds. His choice of 
Abraham and his favor toward Israel were unlikely by human standards.  Moses wondered, 
“Why pick me to lead Israel out of Egypt?” People must have doubted that Galilean 
fishermen could lay the foundation for the Christian church. In the Gospel reading 
Elizabeth greets Mary with words of praise, but Mary is awed that God wants to bother with 
her and her low estate in life.

God's choice of Bethlehem is part of a pattern that continues throughout the New 
Testament. St. Paul describes the people of the early church in the same kind of terms. 
“Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But 
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and 
the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so 
that no one may boast before him.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)

The choice of Bethlehem reminds us that we can't be too little or too insignificant for God to 
bless and use us in his kingdom. What a comfort this reminder is to any of us who feel the 
load of our guilt or the consequences of our failures and sins. Our sins are all forgiven—
they are completely gone—not because of anything we have done, but because of what 
God has done.  We do not choose God; it's God who chooses us in undeserved love. Our 
place in his kingdom of grace doesn't depend on our greatness, but on his greatness.
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And there's also a warning here for any who are caught up in human greatness.  By nature, 
we tend to buy into and apply the “bigger is better” idea to just about everything:  to military 
power, businesses, athletes, meals at McDonalds, and even our churches. We may trust in 
our wisdom and accomplishments so much that we no longer delight in God's mighty acts 
in our lives. Standing at the threshold of Christmas today, we take pride not in ourselves 
but in him, Jesus, who comes to us “in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 
name of the Lord his God.” (v4)

God's object lesson in choosing Bethlehem is filled with beautiful pictures of God blessing 
his people. The name Bethlehem means “house of bread,” and that's an apt description for 
its fertile valleys were clothed with wheat and barley. Its lush hillsides were dotted with 
sheep and goats. And its slopes were covered with almonds, figs, olives, pomegranates
and choice vineyards. How fitting that from fertile Bethlehem would come the one who “will 
stand and feed God's flock.”

But man does not live by bread alone. While we labor for what perishes, there came to 
Bethlehem—and to us—in the fullness of time and for the hunger of our souls—he who is 
the Bread of life.  Jesus said, “I am the Bread of life. He who comes to me will never 
go hungry.” What's your spiritual diet?  Is it full of fluff and puff, spiritual junk food that 
tastes so good to our sinful human nature but has no nutritional value because it focuses 
on you and what you do for God instead of on what God has done for you?  Such a spiritual 
junk food diet is not only unhealthy, it will starve your saving faith to death.  Receive Jesus, 
the Bread of Life. Receive his goodness in Word and Sacrament. Receive the abundant 
satisfaction he alone can give. Then you will live securely. Micah assures us, “He will be 
your peace.”

But the greatest message of this little town comes to us in its kingly significance. Here 
David, the shepherd boy was born and later anointed by Samuel to become the greatest 
king Israel ever had. Through David Israel conquered all its enemies, extended its borders, 
established peace and brought about a time of spiritual renewal. All this, though, was only 
a prelude to the greater King to come. A census by Caesar Augustus would bring Mary 
and Joseph, both descendants of David, to Bethlehem, this City of David where the King of 
all kings would be born.

And so God's choice of little Bethlehem steadies us in all of life's uncertainties. God is in 
control. All rulers and powers shall bow before him. He directs all things for our good—
especially for our salvation. He who came before David—“whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times” is journeying with us and at the same time has gone before us into 
heaven. We can live securely in him, our Lord and King.

One of the oldest churches in Christendom, the Church of the Nativity, is built on the spot 
many believe was the actual birthplace of the Savior. What's strange about it, is that the 
entrance to the cave area is so small that only one person can enter at a time and he has 
to stoop in order to do it. The explanation is that at one time the forces of Islam rode into 
the church and trampled the cave area. To prevent future violations, the doorway was 
made much smaller.
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But isn't there a spiritual message here, too, in the architecture of the Church of the 
Nativity? As we go in spirit to Bethlehem these days of Advent, we also need to be humble 
and bow before God's gift to the world. Only then can we truly experience the greatness of 
our Savior's birth. Only then can we be fed with his life-giving word. Only then can we be 
comforted in all our sorrow and find in him our peace.

Bethlehem really is a special object lesson of God's grace, as “the hopes and fears of all 
the years are met in” it through the birth of Jesus, the Savior. This Advent season let it be 
our prayer, too: “Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel.”  Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Dear heavenly Father, thank you for choosing little Bethlehem as the birthplace of your 
Son, our Savior Jesus.  Your choice reminds us that we can never be too small or too 
insignificant for you to bless us and use us in your service.  

Nourish us with the Bread of Life through the gospel in Word and Sacraments.  Keep us 
away from the junk food of depending on ourselves instead of on you.  

As we prepare to welcome your Son, our Savior Jesus, once again in Bethlehem, keep us 
ready, watching, and waiting for his return in glory.  Use us in every way possible this 
Advent season to help all those around us bow before Jesus as their Savior in true humility 
and faith.  

We ask you to physically heal and to spiritually strengthen Dylan Boks, Ryanna Martens, 
and Tommy Middleton.  May we be your loving arms wrapped around them, comforting and 
encouraging them during these long, difficult days, weeks, and months.  With them we 
pray, “Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel.”  Amen.


